
Academic Advising Essentials:
Understanding UNIFI

Office of Academic Advising
ITTC 007 / 319-273-3406 / academic-advising@uni.edu
advising.uni.edu

We will review the new UNI Foundational Inquiry (UNIFI) program with focus on 
learning area requirements and policies, courses, and the opportunity for students to 
earn General Education certificates.

* This session will be recorded and posted on the Academic Advisor Portal website.

mailto:academic-advising@uni.edu


The Conceptual component provides the 
context for the delivery of academic 
advising. It covers the ideas and theories 
that advisors must understand to 
effectively advise their students.

The Informational component provides 
the substance of academic advising. It 
covers the knowledge advisors must gain 
to be able to guide the students at their 
institution.

The Relational component provides the 
skills that enable academic advisors to 
convey the concepts and information 
from the other two components to their 
advisees.



Today’s Agenda:
● Structure and Learning Area Requirements

● Courses and General Education Certificates
○ UNIFI | General Education Program website

● Administrative Policies

● Academic Advising and UNIFI Resources

Most importantly, we encourage your questions and to share your knowledge/ideas through discussion!



Structure and 
Learning Area 
Requirements



What is UNI Foundational Inquiry (UNIFI) | General Education Program?

Key Highlights…
● Making general education matter
● More flexibility and credentialing
● More transfer friendly

UNIFI Consists of…
● Consists of 37 credits
● 3 tiers that are divided into learning areas

UNIFI is meant to help a student explore disciplines and academic areas outside 
of their major - helping the student to be a well -rounded learner.





● Learn foundational skills to be successful 
throughout your time at UNI

● Take one course from each Learning Area

● 9 credits required

Tier 1



● Develop a broad base of knowledge 
across multiple disciplines

● Take one course from each Learning Area

● 16 credits required
○ 5 3-credit classes + 1-credit lab

Tier 2



● Connect knowledge and skills 

● Four courses required for a total of 12 
credits.  

● Two options to complete this tier: 
○ Option 1: Complete four additional UNIFI elective 

courses
○ Option 2: Complete a UNIFI Certificate! 

Certificates consist of 3 or 4 courses that take a 
broad look at a topic from different perspectives. 

Tier 3



Courses and 
General Education 
Certificates



UNIFI | General Education Website: https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/unifi

https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/unifi


Administrative 
Policies



UNIFI Administrative Policies
1. UNIFI/General Education courses may be used to satisfy requirements for both the UNIFI program 

and the major, minor, and program emphases.
2. Departments offering a UNIFI/General Education course may preclude their major or minor students 

from taking that particular course to satisfy the requirements for UNIFI/General Education, the major, 
or the minor.

3. UNIFI/General Education requirements can be met through CLEP examinations, departmental 
examinations, and the Advanced Placement Program of the College Entrance Examination Board.

4. No UNIFI/General Education course may be taken for graduate credit.
5. No UNIFI/General Education course may have a prerequisite with the exception of demonstrated 

language or math proficiency for placement purposes.
6. All courses taken to meet UNIFI/General Education requirements must be taken for graded credit.
7. An Associate of Arts (AA) or an Associate of Science (AS) degree from any accredited institution 

of higher education shall be accepted to meet all UNIFI/General Education program requirements.
8. The UNIFI/General Education requirements apply to all undergraduate degree programs.
9. Regents Articulation Agreement



Academic Advising 
and UNIFI 
Resources



UNIFI Advising Information

● Complete UNIFI throughout your time at UNI - no need to complete in your 
first year!

● UNIFI requirements are the same for all UNI students - it doesn’t matter what 
your major is!

● Use UNIFI courses as an opportunity to learn about different disciplines - you 
may discover a new interest!

● What should I do if I have a student who is on the previous Liberal Arts Core 
(LAC) program and wants to switch to UNIFI ?
○ Office of Academic Advising

● Innovative Teaching & Technology Center 007
● Email: academic-advising@uni.edu |  Phone: 319-273-3407  
● advising.uni.edu

mailto:academic-advising@uni.edu
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UNIFI Resources

● UNIFI | General Education Program
○ https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/unifi

● UNIFI Courses by Learning Area (pdf)
○ https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/2-pager-unifi-courses-3.27.23.pdf

● UNIFI Certificates (pdf)
○ https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/unifi-certificates-2023-2024.pdf

● UNIFI Advising Guide 2023 -24 (pdf)
○ https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BZ6WkKB8obvZ-UeJSisykewfAV93qjSo/view?usp=sharing
○ This guide will be linked on the Academic Advisor Portal - Academic Advising webpage

https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/unifi
https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/2-pager-unifi-courses-3.27.23.pdf
https://undergraduatestudies.uni.edu/sites/default/files/inline-files/unifi-certificates-2023-2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BZ6WkKB8obvZ-UeJSisykewfAV93qjSo/view?usp=sharing


UNIFI Contacts

● Undergraduate Studies | 268 Rod Library | 319-273-6424

○ John Ophus | Associate Executive Director (Undergraduate Studies) 
john.ophus@uni.edu

○ Jeremy Schraffenberger | Curriculum Coordinator, UNIFI 
jeremy.schraffenberger@uni.edu

mailto:john.ophus@uni.edu
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Questions? 



Upcoming Academic Advising Essentials Sessions:
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